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So Long a Letter PDF is a novel written by Mariama Bâ and published in 1981. The novel tells the story of Ramatoulaye, a Senegalese woman who is left widowed after her husband cheats on her and marries his mistress.

Ramatoulaye is forced to grapple with her new reality as a single mother and breadwinner, as well as the challenges of raising her children in a society that is not always accepting of divorced women. The novel has been praised for its portrayal of the struggles of women in a patriarchal society, as well as its insights into marriage and motherhood.

So Long a Letter PDF has sold over two million copies and has been translated into numerous languages. This book is available in different formats including audiobook, hardcover, paperback, and PPT.
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Summary of So Long a Letter 

The novel tells the story of Ramatoulaye Fall, a Senegalese schoolteacher, and widow, who is writing a letter to her friend Aissatou. In the letter, she tells the story of her life, including her arranged marriage to Modou Fall and their life together. She also tells of her husband’s affair with his cousin Binetou and his subsequent death.

After Modou’s death, Ramatoulaye moves to Dakar, where she meets and falls in love with Moussa Dieng. However, she is unable to marry him because of her religion. So Long a Letter is a story about love, loyalty, and betrayal.

So Long a Letter is a novel by African writer Mariama Bâ. It was first published in Senegal in 1979 and later translated into English by Modou Fall. The novel tells the story of Ramatoulaye Fall, a Senegalese schoolteacher, and widow, who is writing a letter to her friend Aissatou.

In the letter, she tells the story of her life, including her arranged marriage to Modou Fall and their life together. She also tells of her husband’s affair with his cousin Binetou and his subsequent death. After Modou’s death, Ramatoulaye moves to Dakar, where she meets and falls in love with Moussa Dieng.
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About the Author

Mariama Bâ was born in 1929 in Dakar, Senegal. She was educated in Senegal and France. Bâ worked as a teacher in Senegal for many years. So Long a Letter is her first novel. She died in 1981.

Bâ married at age eighteen to Ibrahim Diawara with whom she had six children. In 1964, she divorced Diawara and married economist, Omar Gagne. So Long a Letter is Bâ’s first novel. It was published in Dakar, Senegal in 1979.



The novel is set in Senegal and France. Bâ died of cancer in 1981 at the age of 52. She is famous for her work all across the globe. Her novel remains one of the most important works of African literature.

In an interview, the author said that she wrote So Long a Letter because she wanted to “explore the feelings of love, jealousy, and betrayal that women experience in polygamous marriages.” She also wanted to shed light on the experiences of divorced women and mothers.

So Long a Letter Book Multiple Languages Editions

For the interest of all readers, this fascinating book is obtainable in different languages. You can study this book in different languages.
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Here, in this phase, this book is attainable for download, and you will have to simply click on the button.
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FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions)

Who is the main character in So Long a Letter?

The main character in this novel is Ramatoulaye Fall. She is a Senegalese schoolteacher and widow.

How many pages are in the So Long a Letter pdf? 

There are 86 pages in the So Long a Letter pdf.

What is the plot of So Long a Letter?

The novel tells the story of Ramatoulaye Fall, a Senegalese schoolteacher, and widow, who is writing a letter to her friend Aissatou.

What are the major themes in So Long a Letter?

The themes in So Long a Letter include love, loyalty, and betrayal.

What is the genre of So Long a Letter?

The genre of this classic book is realistic fiction.
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