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I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings pdf is a novel written by Maya Angelou. It was published in 1969 by Random House. The novel is Angelou’s first and its title comes from the poem “I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings”.

The novel chronicles Angelou’s life from the age of three to seventeen and covers her experiences with racism, sexual assault, and Identity. It was nominated for a National Book Award and won an American Library Association Award. It has been translated into more than 20 languages and has sold more than six million copies.

The novel is considered to be one of the most important works of African-American literature. Time magazine included it in its TIME 100 Best English-language Novels from 1923 to 2005. This novel is attainable in various formats like audiobooks, paperback, and also in hardcover.
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Summary of the I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 

The novel I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings is an autobiography by Maya Angelou. The novel chronicles Angelou’s life from the age of three to seventeen, and focuses on the themes of identity, family, racism, and coming of age.

Maya move back to live with her grandmother in Arkansas after being raped by her mother’s boyfriend. There, she befriends a boy named Bailey Johnson, with whom she forms a close bond. The two experience racism and poverty while living in the segregated South, but they find solace in each other’s company.

As Maya comes of age, she begins to explore her identity and sexuality. She has a brief relationship with a man but ultimately decides that she is a lesbian. It is an important novel that offers insight into the lived experience of racism, poverty, and sexual violence. It is also a coming-of-age story about a young girl who is trying to make sense of the world around her.
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About the Author

Maya Angelou was an American author, poet, and civil rights, activist. She is famous for her autobiography I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, which chronicles her early life.

Angelou was born in St. Louis, Missouri, on April 4, 1928. Her parents divorced when she was three, and she was sent to live with her grandmother in Arkansas. Angelou experienced racism and poverty while living in the segregated South, but she found solace in the company of her friend Bailey Johnson.



Angelou was a high school dropout but later earned her GED. She went on to attend college and eventually became a professor of American Studies at Wake Forest University in Winston-Salem, North Carolina.

She takes interest in writing and publishing I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings in 1969. The book is an immediate success and is nominated for a National Book Award. Angelou continued to write throughout her life and published several more books of poetry and prose. She died on May 28, 2014, at the age of 86.

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings Book Multiple Languages Editions

This fantastic novel has been attainable in numerous languages and is available in many different countries.
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FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions)

What is the I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings pdf about? 

The novel focuses on the themes of identity, family, racism, and coming of age.

What is the moral of I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings? 

The novel does not have a moral, but it offers insight into the lived experience of racism, poverty, and sexual violence.

Why did Maya Angelou write I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings book?

Angelou wrote the novel as a way to explore her own identity and sexuality.

What is the genre of the I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings?

The novel is an autobiography, a coming-of-age story, and a work of prose.

What awards did I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings pdf win? 

The novel was nominated for a National Book Award.
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